Incarnation Notes:
· Who is Jesus
· Jesus is the central figure in Christianity
· Without an understanding of Christ, it’s impossible to understand Christianity
· It is impossible to remove knowledge of Christ from Christianity and have Christian ethics/ framework remain
· Who Christ is has implications on any form of systematised theology
· It dictates how we view the Trinity
· It dictates what we believe about salvation
· It dictates what we believe about prayer 
· It dictates what we believe about Scripture
· Who and what Jesus is has always been debated
· Throughout history there have been many different readings of Christ
· The essence of the challenges have changed over time but the challenges always existed
· We will examine these readings and also present the orthodox presentation
· By talking about these different perspectives we would be able to appreciate who Jesus is and the struggle behind how we got to today 
· Differing views on Christ (Early Church)
· A lot of controversy in the early church
· Hebrew theology was not systematic
· The scriptures were still being formulated and compiled
· A lot of pagan and foreign influences as the Gospel spread
· Conflict between low and high Christology (separated by the Gospel of Mark and the Gospel of John)
· Docetism
· Jesus only had a Godly nature, did not have a physical form
· Heavily influenced by Johannine theology and the Gospel of John (high Christology)
· “You are from below, I am from above” (John 8:23)
· “God is spirit” (John 4:24)
· “We have seen his glory” (John 1:14)
· Also influenced by Platonic philosophy, flesh was evil and the soul was good, therefore God cannot become man
· Low Christology and the humanity of Christ
· “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death” (Mark 14:34, Gethsemane)
· Differing Views on Christ (Non-literal readings)
· A movement away from literal interpretations of Scripture
· There exists truth beyond the literal/ historical reading of events
· A result of people wrestling with seemingly outrageous or counter-intuitive elements of the Bible
· Both positive and negative responses to Scripture
· Origen (2nd-3rd century AD), Augustine (4th-5th century AD) emphasised symbolic readings of Genesis and other elements of the Bible
· Naturalist reading (negative and critical of Scriptures) 17th-18th century, viewed the Bible as fictional and unbelievable
· Mythical reading (constructive reading of Scriptures) 18th-19th century scriptural truth is found within the Christian narrative, they aren’t literally facts but the ‘moral of the story’
· Not a result of faith v. science dynamic
· Non-literal readings predate Darwin by about 1000 years 
· More of a questioning between human reason/ historical criticism and analysis
· What do (orthodox) Christians believe?
· Jesus is fully God and fully man
· Nicene Creed: “true God from true God, begotten not made, consubstantial with the Father”
· Jesus is physical
· “The word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory” (John 1:14)
· Dwelt: to tabernacle the physical embodiment of the spirit of God, calls back to the Old Testament of the Israelites building the tabernacle
· Jesus is one with the Father
· “The Father and I are one” (John 10:30)
· Why did Jesus become Man? 
· The significance of the incarnation
· God is personal and not abstract
· We are able to understand who God is, to get to know Him closer
· God is relational and has not abandoned humans to their own devices
· Provides us with a moral exemplar
· Christ gives us hope that we can improve
· Humans are all finite and imperfect, Christ provides us with the moral exemplar to strive towards
· The Mosaic law is made personal 
· One need not ponder upon the abstract significance of the Torah
· The embodiment, the fulfilment of the law is seen through the incarnation of Christ 
· “I have not come to abolish [the law or the prophets, but to fulfil them” (Matthew 5:17)
· It is the precondition for man’s salvation
· Man’s salvation is not only made a possibility via crucifixion, but also through the opening of an upward trajectory
· Without incarnation, there can be no resurrection or crucifixion
· The Significance of the Crucifixion
· Humans have fallen, we are imperfect
· For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)
· The consequences of sin is death
· There can be no crime without punishment
· For the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23)
· Humans cannot save ourselves by works
· No amount of finite deeds can mend the gap of the infinite
· Only the death of God, the infinite can merge the gap
· Christ’s death is the fulfilment of the punishment 
· We can be accepted to God through Christ’s righteousness
· The Significance of the Resurrection
· To demonstrate God is superior to death and Satan
· Death does not have the final say, God is superior
· To demonstrate the truth of the resurrection
· Just as Christ was resurrected and death did not end 
· Demonstrates that Christ was God
· A divine stamp of approval for Jesus’ teachings 
· Not just a prophet or a madman
· It reassures us
· God is present and active in the world

